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away before we have evidence of another white man upon
Wisconsin soil. In the spring of 1659, the Indians of the
valley of the Fox were visited by two French fur-traders
from the Lower St. Lawrence —Pierre d'Esprit, Sieur
Radisson, and his sister’s husband, Médard Chouart, Sieur
des Groseilliers. In all American history there are no
characters more picturesque than these two adventurous
traders, who, in their fond desire to " travell and see coun-
tries,” and “to be known wth the remotest people,” roamed
at will over the broad region between St. James’s Bay and
the Wisconsin River, having many curious experiences with
wild beasts and wilder men. They made several important
geographical discoveries,—among them, probably, the dis-
covery of the Mississippi River in 1639, fourteen years
before the visit of Joliet and Marquette; and from a trad-
ing settlement proposed by them to the English, when their
fellow-countrymen no longer gave them employment, devel-
oped the great establishment of the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany. The unconsciously-amusing narrative which Radis-
son afterwards wrote, for the edification of King Charles II.
of England, is one of the most interesting known to Ameri-
can antiquaries.’

Two years after Radisson and Groseilliers were upon the
Fox River, and made their notable trip to the Mississippi,
they were again in the Northwest (autumn of 1661), and
this time upon Lake Superior, which they had approached
by carrying around the Sault Ste. Marie. Skirting the

! Radisson’s Voyages was published by the Prince Society (Boston,
1885); that portion relating to Wisconsin is reproduced, with notes, in
Wis. Hist. Colls., xi. See also Jesuit Relations, 1660, for Father Lalle-
mant’s report of the discoveries of the “two Frenchmen,” who had
found “a fine river, great, broad, deep, and comparable, they say, to our
great St. Lawrence.”

In Franquelin’s map of 1688, what is now Pigeon River, a part of the
international boundary between Minnesota and Canada, is called Gro-
seilliers. An attempt was made by members of the Wisconsin State
Historical Society, in the Wisconsin Legislature, during the session of
1895, to have a proposed new county called Radisson; the name was
adopted by the friends of the bill, but the measure itself failed to pass.



